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Political prisoners in Djibouti fast for rights, 1998
March
1998
to: May
1998
Country: Djibouti
Location Description: Gabode Prison
Goals:
For the Djiboutian authorities to improve food and medical resources at the Gabode prison

Methods
Methods in 1st segment:
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 2nd segment:
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 3rd segment:
011. Records, radio, and television
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 4th segment:
011. Records, radio, and television
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 5th segment:
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 6th segment:
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)

Classifications
Classification:
Change

Cluster:
Human Rights
Group characterization:
Political prisoners

Leaders, partners, allies, elites
Leaders:
Front for the Restoration of Unity and Democracy (FRUD)
Partners:
Not known
External allies:
Amnesty International, The United Nations, Radio France International, Hunger Strikers in France
Involvement of social elites:
Not known

Joining/exiting order of social groups
Groups in 1st Segment:
Groups in 2nd Segment:
Groups in 3rd Segment:
Groups in 4th Segment:
Groups in 5th Segment:
Radio France International
Groups in 6th Segment:
Amnesty International
The United Nations
Segment Length: 2 weeks

Opponent, Opponent Responses, and Violence
Opponents:
President Hassan Gouled Aptidonto, Djibouti government
Nonviolent responses of opponent:
Not known
Campaigner violence:
Not known
Repressive Violence:
Torture of prisoners, inhumane living conditions, inadequate food and medical treatment

Success Outcome
Success in achieving specific demands/goals:
0 points out of 6 points
Survival:
0.5 points out of 1 point
Growth:
3 points out of 3 points
Notes on outcomes:
The hunger strike did not lead to improvements in the conditions at Gabode prison. Their strike, however, alerted other groups
about the inhumane conditions of the prison, and led to the inquiry of the treatment of prisoners at Gabode by Amnesty
International and The United Nations.

The Republic of Djibouti is in the Horn of Africa, between Ethiopia, Somalia, and the Red Sea. It is one of the least populous
countries of Africa.
In February 1998, the Djiboutian government arrested some members of Front for the Restoration of Unity and Democracy
(FRUD) for criticizing their government. The government sent the detainees to Gabode Prison where guards imprisoned and
tortured them.
In March forty imprisoned FRUD members engaged in a hunger strike to protest prison conditions. They asserted that the prison
lacked in food supply, clean water, and electricity. Although the prison permitted inmates with serious medical conditions two
visits per month by a doctor, those with serious medical issues were denied transfer to a hospital. In addition, the prison lacked
proper living conditions and at times squeezed up to ten individuals into an area of three-square meters in oppressive heat. The
Ministry of Justice officials claimed that the lack of funding hindered their ability to provide even minimal services to inmates.
Shortly after, about two hundred more prisoners joined the hunger strike in protest of the inhumane conditions, and the strike
lasted for several days. In April, the Djibouti government banned several local FM stations because they broadcasted a report
from Radio France International (RFI) about a group of hunger strikers in Paris protesting Djibouti prison conditions.
Mohamed Adan Ibrahim, a prisoner at Gabode prison, died from a heart attack on May 31. The prisoners abandoned the hunger
strike because several sick and injured detainees were hospitalized. The government later allowed the prisoners access to the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and to an international medical team. Amnesty International requested
President Hassan Gouled Aptidonto’s government to hold fair trials for political detainees and release those found innocent, as
well as provide humane treatment for all detainees.
Overall, conditions in Gabode Prison failed to improve. The food remained scarce and authorities continued to deny prisoners
access to proper medical care. The hunger strike, however, prompted human rights organizations to publicize the inhumane
conditions of the prison, and asked the public to write letters to the Djiboutian government. The organizations requested that the
letters demand that the government: (1) guarantee the physical and psychological health of all detainees, to take immediate
measures to improve the conditions of the prison, to provide adequate food, water, and medical care, (2) release detainees with
no charges, and provide fair trials for all charged detainees, (3) ensure the respect for human rights and fundamental liberties at
all times. Since then, Amnesty International, The United Nations, and other organizations have tried to ensure humane treatment
of all prisoners at Gabode prison.
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